The Marriage of Elevated Love
Song of Songs 3:1-5:1


By KC Ung

Study 2: 

Recapitulation:
I. The Mating in Elevated Love or the Meetings in Courtship

1:2--3:5

A. The Longing in Elevated Love.
1:2-2:7


B. The Living out of Elevated Love.
2:8-17

C. The Lasting out of Elevating Love
3:1-5

1. Soliloquy of the Sweetheart in a troubled dream by night on her bed.
3:1-5

2. The Search because of concern for the beloved’s Safety.
3:1-3

3. Safe at last in the arms of him her Soul loves.
3:4a

4. Security is at the mother’s Side to receive her blessings.
3:4b cf. 8:2; Gen. 24:6, 7

a. At last she has found her Man and both are ready for Marriage.
3:4c cf. 3:11

b. In the Refrain, she Reminds herself again of the Restraints of Reality.
3:5 cf. 2:7 

c. She Looks forward to her Love being Lived out in real Life.
3:6ff

II. The Marriage (or the Language) of Elevated Love
3:6--5:1

A. Solomon Sends for His Loving Bride with his “Bed”
3:6-11

1. The Background Explained.

a. The Marriage Contracted Civilly at home, contrast “Covenant”
Ct. Pro. 2:17; Mal. 2:14

b. The Marriage Ceremony begun with a procession to Claim the Bride.
Cf. 3:6-11

c. The Marriage Consummated at the Commencement of the wedding feast.
Cf. 4:1-5:1

2. The Bride’s Exhilaration.
3:6
a. The Picture of the Bride or Bed Perfumed. [bed = carriage, NIV]
3:6, 7 

Who is this?  (AV, ASV, NIV); What is this? (RSV, JB, NEB)
“this” – fem. sing.

b. The Pomp of the Procession.
3:7, 8

i. The People accompanying the Groom – 60 valiant men.

ii. The Protection Guaranteed the Bride – because of fear in the night.

c. The Potentate’s Possessions.
3:9-11

i. His Carriage: Composed of the best materials (Lebanon wood, silver, gold)
3:9, 10

ii. Its seat Covers: purple, and interior Lined with Love from the Daughters.
3:10

iii. His Crown: his mother’s wedding Contribution on the day of Celebration. 
3:11

B Solomon Sings out the Beauty of his Bride
4:1-7

1. The Beauty of her Countenance. 
Thou are fair (beautiful, NIV) x 2

4:1-3
a. Her eyes – cute and tranquil like the doves, even when seen through the veil.

4:1b, 3b


The Bride in Biblical fashion is veiled (cf. Gen. 24:65; 29:23-25; 38:14)



b. Her hair – flowing black, as the mountain goats descending from Mt. Gilead.

4:1c

c. Her teeth – brilliant white and perfectly matched like recently-shorn twin sheep.
4:2

d. Her lips and mouth – perfectly outlined and beautifully shaped as by a scarlet ribbon.
4:3a, NIV

e. Her temples (cheeks, under the veil) – reddish and sweet as a piece a pomegranate.
 4:3b, NIV

2. The Beauty of her Contours.

4:4-7
a. Her neck 
– Strong and Stately, elegant and majestic as the tower of David

4:4, NIV



   Shielded with jewelled Splendour, bringing beauty to perfection 

Cf. Eze. 27:10, 11

b. Her breasts– Soft and tender as the coat of twin feeding fawns waiting to be caressed.
 4:5

3. The Beauty of Consummation.
4:6, 7
a. A Mountain of Myrrh and a Hill of Frankincense of Perfumed Breasts and Body await
4:6 cf. 1-5


I will get me to the mountain of myrrh,

b. Mutual Enjoyment of and Enchantment with each other in the night watches.

4:6 cf. 2:17


and to the hill of frankincense.

c. Moment of Passion climaxed with appreciation of the Beauty of the flawless Bride. 
4:7, NIV

All beautiful you are, my darling; there is no flaw in you.
C Solomon Secures his Spouse, his Sister in Love.
4:8-15

1. He Calls her …

a. His Spouse, i.e. Bride, NIV. He thus addresses her on this their Wedding Night.
4:8-12 (5 occ.)

b. His Sister – an affectionate term for one’s wife in ancient Near East 
4:8-5:2 (5 occ.)

2. He Cajoles her – Come with me
4:8
[Heb. Lit. = With me from Lebanon, my spouse, with me from Lebanon, come. ]

a. To Forsake her Feelings of her Lebanon home.
Lebanon
b. To Forget her imaginary Fears of Lions and Leopards
from the mentioned mountains 

c. To Focus on him her Love and her Lover.
with me
3. He is Captivated by her – thou hast ravished my heart. (x 2)

4:9-11
a. Her Adoring eyes have Captured his heart – one glance from those eyes is enough!

4:9b, NIV

b. Even her Adornment Controls his thoughts – he has no more will power to think!

4:9c

c. Her Affections (Love, as 1:2; Heb. dodim, fr. root = to boil) more than intoxicate him.

4:10a

d. The Aroma of her perfume excites him more than any other spices he has ever come across.
4:10b

e. Her Alluring lips and kisses are like sweet honey and milk to his soul. (Cf. Exo. 3:8)

4:11a

f. Her Attire (garments) even smells of the perfumed cedars of Lebanon. (Hos. 14:6)

4:11b

4. He Considers her to be…

4:12-15
a. A Surrounded (lit. barred) Garden, a Spring Shut up and a fountain Sealed for his own use.
4:12

Her Purity and Virginity is reserved only for her Permanent Partner.

b. A Special Garden with Spikenard, Sweet Spices, etc.

4:13, 14

Planted with Fruits (pomegranates and choice fruits), Flowers (Camphire i.e. Henna, NIV), Ointments (spikenard) Perfumes (cinnamon, myrrh, aloes), and others (saffron, a powder; calamus, a sweet cane).

c. A Stream of living waters – the freshness of elevated virgin love.

4:15

Her love for him has sprung up from a fountain in the garden to a well of ‘loving’ waters 


to that of a stream flowing down from Lebanon!
D. Solomon Seals His Love with His Spouse, His Sister in Marriage.

4:16-5:1

[The Centre and Climax of the Song]
1. The Bride Bestows her (previously barred) garden to the Groom.
4:16 ct. 4:12
a. He is to come to her and take full possession of her – Let my beloved come into his garden and eat…
b. She is to go out in full surrender to him – its spices may flow out.
2. The Grooms Bespeaks his Exhilaration with his Garden.
5:1

a. He has Entered into his garden – the garden of his Sister, his Spouse
5:1a-d

b. He is Exhilarated because …


i. He has Enjoyed gathering his myrrh and his spice.

5:1b

ii. He has Eaten his honeycomb with his honey, and it is exhilaratingly sweet.

5:1c
iii. He is Excited, it is like drinking his best wine with his milk

5:1d
c. Finally, an Explanation of Elevated Love in Explicit Language:

The language used here of love’s Consummation is Classic in its Chasteness, a Character possible only through use of symbolic language. The beauty of expression fits the holiest of all human relationships. Metaphor plays the same role here as the veil in the temple. Sinful man needs such to protect the mystery.
Dennis F. Kinlaw

3. The God of Marriage Blesses the Bride and Groom.

5:1e 
a. He Blesses the two Beloved – they are his loved ones; they are his friends.

b. He Blesses the Bridal act – Eat and drink, be drunk with love, NRSV.

Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother,

and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.
Gen. 2:24

